BAMSAR MINUTES 
Minutes of the January, 2009, BAMSAR meeting, held at Mastic Beach. Thanks to Bill Biondi and Mastic Beach FD Dive Team for their hospitality. 
Present: Mastic Beach, Hagerman, Bellport, Mastic and Center Moriches. 
Excused: Tim Dahlen, Bayport, Ed Michels (EHTMP), Jim Bowra (SCSD) and Coast Guard.
Old Business: 
Boat ops course: Ed Michels sent the following report: He is still waiting on the Nassau FRES people to give him a call. Suffolk FRES, CG, PD from both counties, and Cornell University are on board and ready to go. If possible, we’d like to try and get it done in the spring.
Boat Race: Hagerman will let us know when they can get the rescue training capsule for the boat race. All attending the meeting were eager to do this training. There may be the need for extra FD units this year, as safety measures are expected to be increased.
New Business:

Mastic Beach has set up pool dives on the first Sunday of January, through June, at the YMCA pool. Anyone wishing to be included in this dive must submit a certificate of insurance, from your Fire/EMS agency to the YMCA pool, at, or before, the first dive you participate in. You will also need to bring a diver/rescue swimmer/lifeguard  certification card with you, to show pool staff. The first dive in January has to be moved to the 18th, as winter maintenance hasn’t yet been completed.
Ron Mascolino (Bellport) now has an underwater camera and can photograph our drills, if we want.
Letters will be sent to those departments who have not been quite as active in the past couple of years, inviting them to become active again.
Due to low turnout, Elections were postponed until March. Tim Dahlen has indicated that he will not be running for President. Ron Mascolino (Bellport) has indicated that he would like to run for President. Bill Biondi has indicated that he does not intend to run for Vice President. Secretary/Treasurer is also open.
Mastic is also looking into having a Boating Safety Course, at the Mastic Firehouse, in the Feb./Mar./Apr. time frame. Bill will contact Charlie Abbene, and ask about this.
Annual dues notices will be going out with the hardcopy of the January minutes. The dues are $100, and will be due no later than the March meeting.

Training: 
Bayport: Annual ice rescue course. Applications have been mailed out to Department Chiefs.
Hagerman: STAR Rescue Racing Boat cockpit simulator seminar/hands-on. Date TBA.

Mastic: Pool drill at BNL on hold…. The date and time conflicted with a lifeguard class being held at the Lab. Mastic will be arranging a new date and time. 
If anyone has, or knows of, any training going on that may be of interest to the membership, please feel free to send notice of the training to either the BAMSAR webmaster at www.bamsar.org, or to the Secretary, at o_foghladha@yahoo.com.



Next meeting: Thursday, 12 March, 2009, at 1930, at Center Moriches (pending approval).




2009 Calendar 

 12 March: Center Moriches


14 May: Hagerman

09 July: Bellport




10 September: Need Sponsor

12 November: Mastic
Any corrections, additions, or questions; please contact the Secretary.

Respectfully,

John Foley

